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I have spent about five months in Japan, and
in that time I have experienced many ups and
downs. It hasn’t always been easy, but I would
never trade my time here for anything! I have
learned so much and experienced so many
great things, not only because I have pushed
myself, but also because of the generosity of
others. The kindness I have experienced in
Japan is something that I will never forget, and
when I leave I will greatly miss the people I now
consider my “Japanese” family. Without the
kindness of my Rotary Club, teachers, friends,
and host families I would not have experienced
some of the best moments of my exchange.
In October, my Rotary Club kindly paid for
my school trip to Kyoto, Osaka, and Kobe. It
was during that weekend that I became closer
with my classmates and embraced Japan for
everything that it has to offer. My teachers and
friends have gone out of their way to make me
feel comfortable at school and help me learn
Japanese. 1 love my classmates, and I am so
grateful for them to have welcomed me into
their classroom and include me in and out of
school. As for my teachers, they have helped
me manage my schoolwork and provided me
excellent advice to apply outside of school,
going above and beyond their duties as
teachers. Lastly and most importantly, I cannot
thank my host families enough. My host families
have taken me with them to places like Mt. Fuji,
Yokohama, Disney Sea, and Tokyo to view the
Christmas illuminations. They have welcomed
me into their families and treated me as their
own children, which is much more that I could
have ever wished for. I have experienced so
many things that have made me feel closer to

them, and I will be very sad when I have to
return to the United States and say goodbye
to the people who willingly welcomed me into
their homes and provided for me like my own
parents.

Japan has been wonderful to me, and
although I am halfway through my exchange I
cannot wait to see what the next five months
holds for me! There is still much to be learned
and many places to be explored. I have many
things that I would like to cross off of my list,
but I know that anything is possible with the
help of the people that I can now call my
second family.
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