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JANUARY, 1911

No. 1.

RATIONAL ROTARIANISM
By Paul P. Harris.
National President.
If by interposition of Providence I some
day were to find myself standing on a
platform in some great Coliseum looking
into the eyes of every living Rotarian,
and were to be told that L could have
one word to say, without an instant’s
hesitation and at the top my voiee,
I would shout #4Toleration!”

t the pilgrim
father frail eraft upon
the stormy waters. [t was from the
ehrysalis foleration that lustrous winged
liberty, awakened by the musie of the
swectest toned hell on earth, sprang and
floated that July day in Philadel-
phia, while the world dreamed and won-
dered.

If this Rotary of ours is destined to be
more than a mere passing thing, it will
be beeause you and I have learned the
importance bf hearing with each other’s
infirmities, the value of toleration.

Rotary is ux.ln- without ~u-m-dvm in

it w

| President, Paul P. Harris

Ro-

'his business-getting feature o
3 ks -hmululw to me. What will
iu*ulrlu lhml\ of us! T am a member of
s ties—all_of which

rules except Mptdnramy s gathered
from the creative imagination of the men
who have been responsible for our des-
tinies. As mariners, long before the in-
vention of the compass, successfully navi-
gated perilous and unknown seas by the
guidanee of the stars, so they, the fore-
fathers of Rotary, observing the rules

that have from time immemor influ-
enced the lives of men, skilfully guided
their eraft in perilous, unknown and try-

ay we mever, in time
m the safe course of
nd humane econsid

ing eircumstances.
to come, depart f
rational toleration
eration of the convietions of others.

T, as above said, were by Providene
to be placed on a platform in some great
coliseum where T had the eye and the
thought of every Rotarian on carth, I
would like to propound this question
“What s the philosophy of Rotary
yom understand it?

In my mind’s eye 1 can see a multi-
tmde of hands go up and I ean see m
-(:w realizing the hopelessness of arr
ft aceu

t

e conelusions through proc
rd individual expressions of

T might well ask another
(question:

““How many believe that Rota philo-
sophy is to give and to influence h\mumu
to and to get business from fellow mer
bers and persons influenced by them
The result would probably be that
except a very few, wonld arise.

To narrow the question down to an
even finer lmiul‘ T might ask: ‘‘How
many, if any, of those present think it
either dishonorable or unethical to join
a elub for business purposes?’’ That shot
would reach home. A few might arise
amid numerous murmurs of disapproval.

However, if such result were to be, T
would think it but fair to give the min-
ority shearing. I would ask, ‘‘Mr. Eth-
iea]l Standard’ express his views, T
can redily anticipate them. He would
just about say:

rank hngh in our eity .mrl I know it to be
a fact that in one of them at least solicit-
ing business is strietly prohibited and in
all it is tabooed. In my personal estima-
tion it constitutes the personifieation of
bad form. Clubs are meant for club pur-
poses and mot for business purpos
is to continue to grind aw:
all day and all night, why does
he not remain at his desk or \h-n One
of the ehief purposes of elub:
one away from husiness cares, to afford
and reereation, I have lived for
forty years now and have mever in all
my life known or heard of a elub whose
constitution and by-laws violate this
mental priciple,’’

a cynic might interp
your great gr wther lived
all of his life without eve aving been
on a train of ever enter your head?
And if so, did you ever happen to arrive
at the conclusion that your grandfather’s
inexperience con mm-.l no valid argu
ment againt ears?’’

But were it to be n

ose, 1 would certainly ask to hear
from ‘¢Mr. Vigorously Definite’’ on the
jeet.  From what T know of the man,
tell you in advance many of the
1ts he would score. Some of his .words
might be:

SUWhether/@Fnot it is dishonorable to
join a club for business purposes, depends
upon the ¢lub, its principles and what one
professes to join it for. There is no
more culpability about joining a business
club for business purposes’ than there is
about joining a soeial elub for social pur-
poses, an athletic elub for athletie pur
poses, or a political elub for the aequisi
tion of a p

““If any ome tells you that it is repre-
hensible to try to make a dollar or two
for the wife and babies from elub as
ciates in straightforward business t
aetions, tell that person that some fnrmg“
substance has gotten into his earburetor.
Legitimate business transaetions are

““Did the

¢ good fortune to

snh

g

| profitable to both sides. If it was neces-
sary to skin a man every time one does
| business with him, there ‘might be reason
the view point, but T know my goods,
I know that 1 am doing the other
fellow just as great a favor as I am doing
| If, when 1 give him a chance to trade
with me. The trouble with the philosophy
of Mr. Ethical Standard is that he has
gleaned the information that in certain
particular clubs of which he is a member,
business soliciting is either prohibited or
tabooed, and the moment he gleaned that
information his Jights went out.

“If they had stayed lit a second lenger
he eould not have escaped getting ration
ality back of his conclusions. He would b
come to a realization
business is never w)
call maium per se, th:
It may be what they would call
prohibitum, that is, wrong because pro-
hibited or made wrong by some rule of
| conduet which we bound by law or
| by our oaths to respect.

““No true Rota n ever permits his tail
hers to droop just beeause some out-
remark that Imuuo is

m;

one wi t X u
when he ;{ets Lm.ln' ‘Dusnuessi \es, nf
course.. Why.not? L'm proud

to talk in your shop, and even your home
is not too saered for its eon:

wlhini theory do you exclude it from your
club?

For us to be ashamed of business would
be unpardonable in view of what business
has done for each of us. With nearly
equal reason and propriety s man might
be ashamed of his own father or mc(hl‘r
Business is the mainspring of civ
Cut business out and the great hands of
time will whirr baekwards to aeons B, C.'*

1 mever like to have a good subjeet
asted at ome brief hearing and so I
ld give an instant’s thought to the
possible proximity of the rock *‘Intoler-
ance’” and modify my question. T would
ask: ‘‘Does Rotary stand for any thing
heyond or hesides giving business and in-
fluencing business to fellow members and
getting business from fellow members and
persons influenced by them?*

Business Gets Another Boost.

By this time we would see ‘‘Mr, Cash
Discount’” on his feet and desirous of
telling us just what he thinks about this
matter.

I ha

known Mr, Cash Dis
some Te has good qu
Among’ other agreeable habits of his is
that of paying his bills when they are
due, or before if there is a cash discoun
He will never be worth more than a
lion because he doesn’t think in larger
sums, but, barring the possible chanee
s digging up the saftey
ault in whieh he plants,
yuting its contents into the 1
sen, he will always have knuekle

of ham and will never become a charge
on the county, He would sa
‘] have been a member uf our Rotary
club ever since it was first organized in
our city. During that time T have given
business direet to seventy-five different
members and have influenced business to
thirty-two more making a total of more

munt  for
ities.

youi ii your business is good enougi
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